"Ive beern t inking #bout the C.B.S. thimg :rgaim lately."
"Oh yez, hew come?"

"Ch, everyome who writes =m=mmsbiele :bout us sbtill : sks

zbout that stery first"
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" but th-t w%s»%hsééuiéars ego, it must be some stery."

" Net ree%;z but I guess it mede us sort of felk heres
o Y

in ©+ wey, «né we were the Tirst videe peeple to h: ve

direet dexlings with the networks. And it was funny
se I guess thates why they ask."

" Tell it omece more amd Ill never agk ageim, o.k.7"
"Well ite only my peint of view you rezlize, everyones
stery would be different."

" Thots O.K."

"Sure. Meybe it weuld be goed te tell it simee so meny

people are flirting with the networks these days.
Pergonzlly Id like to see everyone sty ne te the netwer

works seme &g id like teo see us 211l s&y me te the
goverameat :nd to the pheme compeny teo. But enywey
I11 tell you tke stery."
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"Iom wos the :ssistent te Dr. Framk Stentern ~nd Den
w:nted te preduvecs T.V. shew. Semething new, seomethin

that had never been dome before. /nd he wasnt efraid,
after 211, he w2s Dr. St:rntens gelden bey. Carel =ad
I wanted te raise money for = multi media showease up
nerr Colombia and I went te see Dom for suppert.Whem I

Tound him he was doing think sessilOns with the same oRid
geg writers amd it just didmt gell with his "New Froject "
®ap. I didnt kmew snything sbout ¥13g4/T.V. or video

but I theught I knew something different when I scw it%,
and thaet wosat id!



Se fter ¢ few weeks of hesitetien Corel emé I went
te work for Toem on his preject :rnd were imstalled in

the big comference roon on the fourteenth fleer witk
a seperate loek. .nd th: ts where I sat smckiag depe

until T met the Videofreex the week : fter Voodsteck.
The minute I saw their tepe of the shithouse ot

the festival I knew thet herd was scmething different.
t first Parry Devid :nd Curtis seemed very anxious
te work for C.B.S. @and I guess they thought they

couvld get whot they wamnted, but experiemee nd pewer

will eut @#rnd nebedy fucks the networks. At lecst not

Jet."

" But I heerd you got ¢ lot of brezd +nd equipment
out of the preject"

" Well, we spent a let of money, at lezst it seemed

like ¢ lot to me. I thirk It tot=led =beut 90,000

by the end of the project im December."

" what exactly weed it yeu were doing?"
"Tell at first I hed the idea thet it would Wes

totally live shew where aythimg could heppen

and would be open ended or if it c.uldnt be
2% lezst it would give the illusiom ef being

epen ended, =#nd Don cgreed, but the Videefreex did
not. Very often I foumd myself in the middle of

”

tremendous hissles between Don :nd the freex whe

were afraid of ending up omn the cutting reem fleor

so to speck, when the shew went om.DPut David w:s
very stromg =nd made sure thgt the show wes an
experiment in usimng k:1f inch videe for bry: dcist.

He weg =zlsocareful thet no other videox nusseled in

on hig scere like Globsl Village tricd te de while the
freex were in Celifornia."

" The freex went te Balifornia?"
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" Sure, they flew =nd when they get there they had a
big Tedge moter heme fully equipped ta& trovel #nd

shoot. Y= gee &t this peint we were going to

utilize the mobility of the equipment =nd tepe
things thet hed never been dore before 2mrd Don
was thrilled and Mike Dinn of progromming nd

the entire tech department were shitting im their

pante 2bout how Dem eould get support fer what they
thought wos @ tetelly werthless project. But they
were wrong. The t:pes were heot «hd we knew it. We
covered Chicoge during the Conspirsey trial #nd
tilked tg people .the newterks could never get te.

e gpent—eed¥s With Fred Hampten -nd the Chicego
Bloek Ponthersjust days before he was murdered by
Chieage police. It was zbout this time when we
storted to realize why these peeple would talk te us
#nd woulé never telk te the netwerks. Doen told us™ =

that if the goevernmeant sepeoned ¢n§ of their tape of
film that it wos the peliey of the network te hrnd it
over 2nd then we ®tirted wondering who owned the 1t pes
we were shcoting.l myself wes rcdieclized enough by
Chicoge not te want anything te de with the

network, #nd even Tom sturted wearing his tennis shoes
2md crew neck sweated te the office, but he couldnt

meke the break."
" Se whet happened?"

" Well, pepers were drowa up te insure thet the
ownership of the topes ultim: tely went to the freex

but David didnt trust them, Parry had tet=lly stepped
communiestien with them teo the point of le:s ving the
meetings =t Bleck Rock te dismenble the elev: tors

on the top fleers.®

"Did you do the shew"?
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" Yea, Dem set us up in 2 house in the country tode

he edit bec-use there 1 d te be & very cooled ous
environment beccuse no one ¥d ever done ¢ Wg edit
like this before. Ve deceided to use tlke best of the
taprd segments abd mix them with & live show with con
trevercis1l people in the studie te comment :nd zlse
rock #nd roll se we hed live musie froem Morg:-n lasen and
Downs and Majer Wiley who I had fantesies about meking
st:rs and oh yea Buzzy Limhecrt whe lived upsteirs from
the Rivington Street Loft and thought he was a star alwe
ready, but I digress.
" The edit =2mnd the house ia the country."

" Oh yez, the edit hzd old feshioned ecircus &rts people,
it hed new fashioned free schoeel in Celifornia, it h«é
inflatable makers( the first time I ever saw one and I

weteh T.V, all the time) it hed ~bby end Jerry and Fred
Hampton and when we brought the edit down te the
Prince 5t. Left for the live preseantation on the 17th of

Tecember,we left the origimals in the ecountry,MISTAKE,
" Yeu did the shew at Prince St.7"

" Yeg and the place was a mess. We had just gottemn it abeut
two weeks before the thing . But we reated some real

fan : ravigeial furniture amd set wp a viewing
SERST Forn AR BIMNC 0 T T s in ibe oSt of
eur new neighber, who weeg alse eur landlerd. The enly
reason he rented te us in the first pl=ace was beciuse

he s:w we had & big gig with C.B.S. Anywey the show

went on live c8 premised and £lso as promised it was like
nothing thaot wes ever done before. Go.d rfbad wasnt

the point it was an amezing piece of work. ~4nd because

of the shaky techuolegy amnd the sypirit ef the people
iavolved it was & shew noone could take their eyes off

of e Dann came drunk &nd after viewing the thing

and putting his fat cigar oury in eur neighbor and landlerds
earpel, came next deor te addiress the sleezy productien
crew, pidrticipants and well wishers and Dem. And although

I was in"a total daze «t the time I de remember socmething

about us kids and dirty attiec and how the networks werent

ready and maybe im five yesrs. I said te myself how
typical, sure in five years the netwerks will bveusing things

}%%Esth%ﬁéyggigﬁgeﬁnggrg%gﬁfbe hip by then. These dumb
, LL A L £ E L
But they did understand semething cause =2fter the smoke

had cleared _,3 we had had our last expense account bash
%t S9%t. Adrians, we found that during the presentation
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a private plane had flewn up teo the country to gather
up the tapgs and what de you think, the big beys

had them. ~ Oh boy the gome wes over amd the freex
were ri%ht. That Neirs a %oumle o; BV mikes to

our wor eur swea , U . knew what O‘iﬂe
I was on, Ve trieﬂ. Skip and 1 woqt back up te th

Jo

e

ice. Latﬁ. Sign in, past security and up the

e u»\-at"n"'wl 5 i & ;;f‘g)"u'y‘ g;u_ 2y cege but the & pes
were in the safe. We ook some- papers, some agreemen
wents but so what. And Dea? He had guts, he had viéienm,

he got Tired. He tried te peddle the presentation tape
for a long time buk the thiag about that kimd ef show
ig that there hos to be & new ome each time. We kept

t“ping, he ﬂl<nt.
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well
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So where does that leave you now?

/so mw here I am in a lovely house in the country and a
reasonable facimile to a little ty sataion that answers to
nobody, thas no rules -~efd-aSfaiTas—F can. tel-is-periectly

. ——-but dont get me going, Im obsessed with i, T mean

T/ A/ EbhhS [ YRS/ bR EA AV /
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AdAgé¢/ the show can be about absolutely anything,can go on for
as long as it likes, is a total two way system with its audience
Its an absolute mind blower and only a couple hundred people
see it. Don would love it, I mean as far as I can tell its
absolutely pure



